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Vaccines and Autism
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DHAMP overview
• Community involvement
• Public schools
• Education & support for 

professionals/providers
• Interface with nursing programs
• Quality Improvement & Research

…and focus on where and how much time ‘asthma 
experts’ can spend with a patient and family



Why Asthma?
• R8 PEHSU is 10 years young
• Two ‘programs’ span that time

• Lead and Asthma programs
• Lots of touches: patients/providers/community
• Grant spin offs
• Hear from you…



Why Asthma?
or

a wonderful travel opportunity and a trainee in need

• Phoenix, AZ CEH workshop
• Nursing Doctor (ND) student …another grant



Where to begin…
• Fledgling school-based effort 
• Case/care management
• Questions about quality
• No champion

…another grant



Why Asthma?
• Support for providers
• Interface with schools



Denver Health 
SBCs

• EPR
• Teleform

• workflow
• ‘electronic’
• QI concerns?



Initial Registry

• Total patients
• Classification
• Controller Rx

• Reporting (not initial)
• High level

• Very basic
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EPR-3: Nat’l Guidelines
• Identify children appropriately

– Control and Risk
• Look for ‘persistence’

– ‘rule of 2’
– EIB

• Move quickly to control disease
– Rescue vs Control
– Inhaled Corticosteroids
– Environmental aspects

• Wean when ready
• Regular follow-up: spacer devices 

and spirometry

…another grant



Triggers of Asthma
• Colds
• Tobacco smoke
• Mold
• Pets/pests
• Pollution
• Weather change
• Strong odors
• Stress
• Exercise



Registry 2.0
• Similar indicators
• Triggers added
• Spirometry added
• Interventions added
• Specific education
• Provider directed f/u



Why Asthma?
• Bridge the hospital and community clinics

• Respiratory therapist
• Community

• School
• Asthma nights

• Patient navigators
• Home visitation pilot

…another grant

…another 
grant





How is Asthma treated?
• Bronchoconstriction

– Albuterol, prednisone
• Inflammation

– Inhaled corticosteroids
• Avoidance of triggers
• Self-management & goal setting

– Asthma action plan

• Follow-up – at least 2 visits/yr



What Asthma education is essential?
• Chronic
• Goal and expectation – normal (sleep/exercise)
• Exacerbations managed at home
• Control and Rescue
• Adherence to controller
• Regular visits



Current Data-Database: All sites



Current Data-Utilization



Updates in DH system
• An antiquated care model
• Patient Navigators

– Transition care for kids admitted to the hospital
– Transition care for kids seen in the ED/DECC

• Active recall/outreach for kids without a visit in 6 or 
more months

• Home visitation pilot
• Expansion to adults with asthma



The Asthma Control Test (ACT)
• Patient Reported Outcome (PRO)
• Inquires about symptom days and nights
• Functional score
• Objective interpretation: 19
• Validated for 4 yo and older (incl adults)
• Spanish



THE ACT

• PRO
• PCMH



Discussion
• 4200 children
• 9000 adults

• HEDIS



Summary
• Asthma is very common
• Asthma is under-recognized/treated
• Provider and patient issues
• Must understand the environment/mitigate pro factors (in a 20’ 

office visit)
• Disparities exist
• High risk kids can be identified
• Efficacious interventions exist: national guidelines
• Integration: clinic/PCP, specialists, schools, community
• Specific DH resources: Kid’s Care Specialty Clinics

– Asthma Working Group/AQCI at DH



Discussion
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